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ON PRAYER. 
(Continued from page 165.) 


3. To pray for our neighbours and acquaintances, with whom 
we have occasional dealings and intercourse, checks the ebulitions 
of envy, emulation, and strife, and induces a kind, equitable, and ge- 
nerous deportment towards all around us. 

After entering into our closets, or uniting with our families to in- 
tercede for the prosperity and happiness of others, in common with 
our own, can we harbour a propensity to counteract these interces- 
sions, by fraud and injustice; by taking advantage of the ignorance 
and necessity of a brother; or by insidiously undermining his reputa- 
tion, and opposing his success in the world? Can the aspect of hig 
superior wealth and splendour, prove to us a source of regret, or a 
motive to hostility? Can we even wish to rise to opulence and 
honour at his expense? No: we shall rejoice in the displays of di- 
vine goodness, wherever they appear: and, though less distinguished 
ourselves, we shall neither desire nor dare to <‘ fight against God,” 
by robbing the recipients of his bounty, either of the possession or 
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enjoyment of the blessings which he has allotted them. Actuated 
by that “charity, which is the bond of perfectness, all things, what- 
soever we would that men should do unto us, we shall do even so 
unto them.” The collisions of personal interest and enterprize, in- 
stead of unduly irritating our spirits, or proveking our resentment, 
whilst they render us more importuvate for that “wisdom from 
above, which is profitable to direct,” and suggest the propriety of 
additional petitions in behalf of our rivals, will call forth our un- 
wearied vigilance, activity, and resolution to avoid every injurious 
design and perpetration, and adhere, with undeviating rectitude, to 
the dictates of truth and righteousness. 

4. To pray for our enemies, transforms hatred to benevolence, 
and revenge to pity. 

When our indignation is roused by the discovery and contempla- 
tion of unmerited injury, could we prevail on ourselves, instead of 
* rendering evil for evil,” to “commit our cause to the Lord,” and 
implore the influence of his grace to show the offender “the error 
of his ways,” and bring him to the exercise of the Christian temper, 
it would, at least, calm our minds, and guard us against those vio- 
lent sallies of passion, by which animosity is so often reciprocated, 
and contending parties ultimately involved in equal guilt and suffer- 
ing. The presence of an omniscient God, would remind us of our 
own imperfections, and furnish the most powerful arguments to “be 
kind and tender-hearted, forbearing one another, and forgiving one 

- another, if any man have a quarrel against any, even as Christ for- 
gave us;” Our prayer, like that of David, in similar circumstances, 
would “return into our bosom ;” and fill us, not with the malignant 
purpose to “do so to him, as he had done to us,” but with that com- 
miseration and tenderness, which are calculated to soften the as- 
perity, and conciliate the friendship of the most obdurate mind. 
“ All that envenomed rancour,” says a judicious writer, “which is 
apt to embitter our spirits against mankind in general, and our ene- 
mies in particular, when we suffer undeservedly, will abate and die 
away, a8.we strive to set our affections on things above. Our 
thoughts, like the waters of the sea when exhaled towards heaven, 
will loose their offensive bitterness and salt, leave behind them 

each distasteful quality, and sweeten into an amiable humanity and 














ON PRAYER. 179 


candour, till they descend in gentle showers of love and kindness 
upon our fellow-creatures.” ¢ 

5. To pray for our country superadds a Christian principle to 
the exertions of patriotism, and renders our conduct as citizens con- 
sistent and virtuous. 

Were all civil transactions brought to this test; were men never 
to espouse or abet a project connected with the commonweal, till 
they had retired and “asked counsel of God,” entreating him to 
direct their steps, and give an issue to their intentions and actions, 
favourable to the happixess of the nation, most of the ills, by which 
kingdoms and states are so often infested, convulsed, and dismem- 
bered would disappear. The politician, however mistaken in his 
theory, would not dare to seek elevation by intrigue and falsehood ; 
nor consent to sacrifice the public good to the views of personal in- 
terest and aggrandisement. The citizen, though still exposed to 
error, would distinguish between the furious impulse of party zeal, 
and a patriotic resolution to assert and defend his rights. He 
would not, therefore, be led blindfold in the disposal of his suffrage; 
but act with deliberation, and weigh the moral, as well as the poli- 
tical character of rival candidates for office. Looking for a 
blessing both on his own person, and on the community at large, to 
the great arbiter of the universe, who “ requires truth in the inward 
parts,” he would be persuaded, in no instance to dispense with a 
reverential respect to the divine authority. His obedience to the 
laws of the land would be prompted by religious motive, and he 
would “be subject not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.” 
False patriots and infatuated partizans may neglect and despise this 
duty. The forger brings not his counterfeit coin to the true die. 
None, however, who is not perverted or enslaved by degrading 
and criminal passions, can be insensible of its utility. By recalling 
to remembrance our mutual dependence and obligations; and by 
extending our thoughts beyond the present scene, when the petty 
contests for worldly distinction and emolument shall be no more, 
and “we must all stand before the judgment-seat of Christ,” it ex- 
cites and aids us to “serve our gencration by the will of God.” 

In seasons of public agitation, when, to use the bold and figura- 
tive language of scripture, “ all the foundations of the earth are out 
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of course,” and a spirit of licentious innovation threatens the de- 
struction of social order and safety, prayer leads the mind to rest 
on the great Sovereign of the universe, who brings light out of 
darkness, order out of confusion, and good out of evil; who has 
wise, important, and gracious purposes to answer by the most mys- 
terious and alarming events: and who will assuredly cause “all 
things to work toge.ner for good to them that love him.” 

Such, in the diversified conditions and relations of life, are the 
beneficial effects of prayer. 

(To be Concluded in our next.) 


—ae 
CHRISTIAN RESEARCHES. 


We intend in a few succeeding numbers to give some account of 
the Hindoos of Juggernaut, and of the native Christians in Tanjore. 
The Hindoos of Juggernaut have as yet had no advantages of 
Christian instruction: and continue to worship the idol called Jug- 
gernaut. The native Christians of Tanjore, until the light of Re- 
velation visited them, worshipped an idol also, called the great 
Black Bull of Tanjore. 


Extracts from Dr. Buchanan's Journal, in his Tour to the Temple 
of Juggernaut, in Orissa, in the year 1806. 


“ Buddruck in Orissa, May 30, 1806. 
“We know that we are approaching Juggernaut (and yet we are 
more than fifty miles from it) by the human bones which we have 
seen for some days strewed by the way. At this place we have 
been: joined by several large bodies of pilgrims, perhaps 2000 in 
number, who have come from various parts of Northern India. 
Some of them, with whom I have conversed, say that they have been 
two months on their march, travelling slowly in the hottest season 
of the year, with their wives and children. Some old persons are 
among them who wish to die at Juggernaut. Numbers of pilgrims 
die on the road; and their bodies generally remain unburied. On 
a plain by the river, near the pilgrim’s Caravansera at this place, 
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there are more than a hundred skulls. The dogs, jackals, and vul- 
tures, seem to live here on human prey. The vultures exhibit a 
shocking tameness. The obscene animals will not leave the body 
sometimes till we come close to them. This Buddruck is a horrid 
place. Wherever I turn my eyes, I meet death in some shape or 
other. Surely Juggernaut cannot be worse than Buddruck.” 


In sight of Juggernaut, 12th June. 

——Many thousands of pilgrims have accompanied us for some 
days past. ‘They cover the road before and behind as far as the 
eye can reach. At nine o'clock this morning, the temple of Jug- 
gernaut appeared in view at a great distance. When the multitude 
first saw it, they gave a shout, and fell to the ground and worship- 
ped. I have heard nothing to-day but shouts and acclamations by 
the successive bodies of pilgrims. From the place where I now 
stand, I have a view of a host of people like an army, encamped 
at the outer gate of the town of Juggernaut; where a guard of sol- 
diers is posted to prevent their entering the town, until they have 
paid the pilgrim’s tax. I passed a devotee to-day, who laid himself 
down at every step, measuring the road to Juggernaut, by the 
length of his body, as a penance of merit to please the god.” 


Outer Gate of Juggernaut, 12th June. 
——A disaster has just occurred. As I approached the gate, the 
pilgrims crowded from all quarters around me, and shouted, as they 
usually did when I passed them on the road, an expression of wel- 
come and respect. I was a little alarmed at their number, and 
looked round for my guard. A guard of soldiers had accompanied 
me from Cuttack, the last military station; hut they were now about 
a quarter of a mile behind, with my servants and the baggage. 
The pilgrims cried out that they were entitled to some indulgence, 
that they were poor, that they could not pay the tax; but I was 
not aware of their design. At this moment, when I was within a 
few yards of the gate, an old Sanyassee (or holy man) who had tra- 
“velled some days by the side of my horse, came up and said, “Sir, 
you are in danger; the people are going to rush through the gate 
when it is epened for you.” I immediately dismounted, and endea- 
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voured to escape to one side; but it was too late. The mob was 
now in motion, and with a tumultuous shout pressed violently to- 
wards the gate. The guard within, seeing my danger, opened it, 
and the multitude rushieg through, carried me forward in the tor- 
rent a considerable space ; so that I was literally borne into Jugger- 
naut by the Hindoos themselves. A distressing scene followed. 
As the number and strength of the mob increased, the narrow way 
was choaked up by the mass of people; and I apprehended that 
many of them would have been suffocated, or bruised to death. 
My horse was yet among them. But suddenly one of the side 
posts of the gate, which was of wood, gave way, and fell to the 
ground. And perhaps this circumstance alone prevented the loss 
of lives. Notice of the event was immediately communicated to 
Mr. Hunter, the superintendant of the temple, who repaired to 
the spot, and sent an additional guard to the inner gate, lest the 
people should force that also; for there is an outer and an inner 
gate to the town of Juggernaut; but both of them are slightly con- 
structed. Mr. Hunter told me that simlar accidents sometimes oc- 
cur, and that many have been crushed to death by the pressure of 
the mob. He added, that sometimes a body of pilgrims (consist- 
ing chiefly of women, children, and old men) trusting to the physi- 
cal weight of their mass, will make, what he called, a charge on the 
armed guards, and overwhelm them; the guards not being willing 
in such circumetances, to oppose their bayonets.” , 


Juggernaut, 14th June. 
I have seen Juggernaut. The scene at Buddruck is but the 
vestibule to Juggernaut. No record of ancient or modern history 
can give, I think, an adequate idea of this valley of death; it may 
be truly compared with the “valley of Hinnom.” The idol called 
Juggernaut, has been considered as the Moloch of the present age ; 
and he is justly so named; for the sacrifices offered up to him by 
stlf-devotement, are not less criminal, perhaps not less numerous, 
than those recorded of the Moloch of Canaan. Two other idols 
accompany Juggernaut, namely, Boloram and Shubudra his bro- 
ther and sister; for there are three Deities worshipped here. They 
receive equal adoration, and sit on thrones of nearly equal height.” 
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+ ———-This morning I viewed the Temple; a stupendous fabric, 
and truly commensurate with the extensive sway of “the horrid 
king.” As other temples are usually adorned with figures, emblem- 
atical of their religion; so Juggernaut has representations (numer- 
ous and various) of that vice, which constitutes the essence of 
his worship. The walls and gates are covered with indecent em- 
blems, in massive and durable sculpture. I have also visited the 
sand plains by the sea, in some places whitened with the bones of 
the pilgrims; and another place, a little way out of the town, 
called by the English, the Golgotha, where the dead bodies are 
usually cast forth; and where dogs and vultures are ever seen.* 

“The grand Hindoo festival of the Rutt Jattra, takes place on 
the 18th inst. when the idol is to be brought forth to the people. 
I residc during my stay here, at the house of James Hunter, Esq. 
the Company’s collector of the tax on pilgrims, and superintendant 
of the temple, formerly a student in the College of Fort-William ; 
by whom I am hospitably entertained, and also by Capt. Patton, and 
Lieut. Woodcock, commanding the military force. Mr. Hunter 
distinguished himself at the College, by his proficiency in the 
Oriental Languages. He is a gentleman of polished manners, and 
of classical taste. The agreeable society of these gentlemen is 
very refreshing to my spirits in the midst of the present scenes. I 
was surprised to see how little they seemed to be moved by the 
scenes of Juggernaut. They said they were now so accustomed to 
them, they thought little of them. They had almost forgot their 
first impressions. Their houses are on the sea-shore, about a mile 





* The vultures generally find out the prey first: and begin with the in- 
testines : for the flesh of the body is too firm for their beaks: immediately 
. after death. But the dogs soon receive notice of the circumstance, gene- 
rally from seeing the Hurries, or corpse-carriers returning from the place. 
On the approach of the dogs, the vultures retire a few yards, and wait till 
the body be sufficiently torn for easy deglutition. The vultures and dogs 
often feed together; and sometimes begin the attack before the pilgrim 
be quite dead. There are four animals which are sometimes seen about a 
carcase: the dog, the jackal, the vulture, and the Hurgeela, or Adjutant, 
called by Pennant, the Gigantic Crane. ‘ 
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or more from the temple. They cannot live nearer, on account of 
the offensive effluvia of the town. . For independently of the euor- 
mity of the superstition, there are other circumstances which ren- 
der Juggernaut noisome in an extreme degree. The senses are as- 
sailed by the squalid and ghastly appearance of the famished pil- 
grims; many of whom die in the streets of want, or of disease; 
while the devotees with clotted hair and painted flesh, are seen 
practising their various austerities, and modes of self-torture. Per- 
‘sons of both sexes, with little regard to concealment, sit down on the 
sands close to the town, in public view; and the sacRED BULLS | 
walk about among them, and eat the ordure.* 

“ The vicinity of Juggernaut to the sea, probably prevents the 
contagion, which otherwise would be produced by the putrefactions 
of the place. There is scarcely any verdure to refresh the sight 
near Juggernaut; the temple and town being nearly encompassed 
by hills of sand, which have been cast up in the lapse of ages by the 
surge of the ocean. All is barren and desolate to the eye: and in 
the ear, there is the never intermitting sound of the roaring sea.” 

' (To be Continued.) 


—t i 
ON SLEEP. 


Were a man to sleep but once in his life, when he awaked, he 
would consider himself as raised from the dead: yet, because. he 
sleeps every night, he forgets that sleep is the image of death. The 
inactivity which seizes his limbs, the annihilation of the power 
which his will possessed over his body, the unrestrained and wild 
excursions of his thoughts, the deep emotions excited by objects 
and circumstances, which exist only in the imagination; all the phe- 
nomena of sleep fail to impress him, or to lead him to one serious 





* This singular fact was pointed out to me by the gentlemen here. 
There is no vegetation for the sacred Bulls on the sand plains. They are 
fed generally with vegetables from the hands of the pilgrims. 
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reflection. Thus, to depraved man, the most astonishing events, if 
they frequently recur, recur in vain. They do not arrest his at. 
tention; nor do they impart to him instruction. 

While man is awake, his reason sleeps ; for does not unceasing 
and universal vicissitude admonish him of his mortality without ef- 
fect; and does not sleep, which has all the features of death, fail to 
remind him of that solemn change. 

Happy is the renovated man, who is able, whenever he lays his 
head upon his pillow, to meditate upon death without embittering 


“ Tir’d nature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep.” 


His rest will be pleasant to him, for, as he sinks into helplessness, 
he will anticipate with joy the rest of the grave. 

From the nature of man, sleep is necessary to refresh his weari- 
ness, and renew his strength; but why his nature was thus consti- 
tuted; why he was not endowed with the unceasing activity of an- 
gels; why he was not empowered to pursue his career of duty with- 
out interruption, as the planets keep on in their revolution round 
the sun, it may not be easy to determine. Such remote inquiries 
will never yield much profit.—It is always the part of wisdom to 
view man as he is, and to infer obligations, which result from the 
condition, without endeavouring to penetrate into mysteries, that 
cannot be searched out. It is much safer to float upon the surface 
of many subjects, than to plunge into the depths, at the peril of 
sense and of reason. 

Man must sleep; but he ought not to sink into forgetfulness with- 
out deriving moral instruction from the drowsiness which creeps 
over his frame. His eye is to be closed in darkness, but it will — 
soon open upon the renewed splendours of day ; should he not be re- 
minded, that his vision is also soon to be extinguished by death; 
but that, in the morning of the resurrection, the glories of the 
eternal world will burst upon his sight? His ear is to be sealed up 
in silence ; but soon it will be roused by the sound of the archan- 
gel’s trump. Ought he not to be admonished, that in a few days he 
will be deaf to the voice of affection, of flattery, of applause; but 
tlrat at length the thunders of the great day will startle him from 
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the slumber of death? His limbs are to be relaxed in motionless 
ease, but soon they will be recruited with fresh vigour. Should 
he not remember, that in a short time the frost of death will stif- 
fen them into inaction, but afterwards they will be invigorated with 
the power of everlasting and uninterrupted exertion? While his 
frame enjoys repose, his mind is active. Should he not recollect, 
that when his body shall crumble into dust, his soul will survive? 
His sleep is disturbed by visions of horror. Ought he not to be- 
lieve, that, if he dies in his sins, his spirit will enter into torment. 

Such are the lessons of wisdom which may be derived from sleep. 
The analogy between sleep and death might be pursued much fur- 
ther, but the reader must be left to pursue it for himself. 

Sleep is every day to a man what winter is to the earth, a tempo- 
rary stagnation of activity, that the energies which have been ex- 
hausted, may be recruited. It is the result of Divine wisdom, and 
should remind man of the goodness of God ;—for while man forgets 
himself, an ever watchful eye beholds him, and an ever watchful 
Providence guards him. 

Reader! do you repose yourself at night unmindful of Him, 
who supports and protects you in your helplessness, without one 
grateful sentiment towards that power, which has been your strength 
and shield amidst the toils and dangers of the day, and which is 
about to refresh you with rest? Do you thus shut from you the 
God in whom you live, move, and have your being ? Then your con- 
science is asleep. 

Reader! do you awake in the morning without rendering your 
tribute of thanks to your heavenly Preserver and benefactor, and 
without commending yourself to his care? ‘Then you are dead in 
trespasses and sin. 

Reader! do the calls of the Gospel strike upon your ear, with- 
out impressing you? Then the sleep of sin renders you deaf to 
the voice of eternal truth. But your slumber will be of short con- 
tinuance, for the time is hastening, with the rapidity of lightning, 
when that voice will make itself heard; but you will hear it in 
agony and despair, Your present peace is like the dream of the 
wretched inhabitant of a dungeon. You may imagine yourself to 
be secure in the midst of friends, and rich’in happiness, but you will 


GR 





~~ t _ @ 


“Sw Ye 





LETTER TO A FRIEND. 187 


soon awake, and find yourself in the enemy, and feel all the misery 

of an impenitent and unbelieving heart. Awake, now, thow that. 

sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 
Panop.ist. 


— 3 
LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


A letter written to Mr. N. H. a young Gentleman of the medical 
department, in the last stage of the Consumption, but unfortu- 
nately, had imbibed prejudices so strong against the Christian 
religion, as to repel every effort for conversation on this subject. 
The style of this letter, therefore, was designed to gain his atten- 
tion ;—it had its desired effect ;—he freely stated his objections, 
they were answered and removed ;—and, in a few months after- 
wards, he died in the faith and consolation of the Gospel. 


DEAR SIR, 

I someTimes regret, that at present, my avocations are such as 
to prevent my making you frequent visits. Notwithstanding you 
are not wanting of my .prayers, or my best wishes, that it may 
please God to bless means for your recovery ; or, if otherwise de- 
termined, you may enjoy adequate support and consolation. The 
love of life is natural to all; but, in the bloom of years, and 
charming earthly prospects, the desire proportionably increases. 
Of course, when sickness or affliction overcasts our sky, it cannot 
but produce painful sensibility. 

I know of but one adequate remedy for the cause. It is “a 
cheerful resignation to the Divine will, from a persuasion that he 
pardoneth our sins, and that he designeth our present and future 
benefit.” Or if you wish the recipe in other language, you have 
it in Psalm xlviii. 14. 

A quack doctor may make up prescriptions presented to his hand, 
without knowing the qualities of the drugs, or the nature of the 
disease which the medicine is intended to cure. But a thorough 
bred physician, will scrupulously make himself master of both, in 
erder to success. You will, I suppose, admit that there may be 
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quacks “both in the profession. of medicine, and in divinity. 
Though I am but the physician’s servant, lest you should think me 
@ quack; I must just open my prescription, and tell you the nature 
of this compound. 

“ A persuasion that God pardoneth our sins,” is the principle, be- 
cause sin is our mortal disease. Analizing this, I find it contains 
justice, mercy, and love. Not produced by the supposed benevo- 
lence of the Deity, but found only on the hill of Calvary, through 
the sufferings and death of the Son of God. The sovereign effi- 
cacy of this arises from the appointment of God, its perfect corres- 
pondence with the requirements of the law which we have violated, 
and the positive demerit of sin. Now, there is no other book but 
the Bible, which reveals this adequate remedy; and the greatest 
care ought to be taken to explain its mature; because the life of the 
patient absolutely depends upon it; and, however valuable and ef- 
ficacious in itself, the patient has the most astonishing disgust 
against it, until he be convinced he must surely die. Indeed, my 
season tells me, I must bear the punishment due to my own sins, 
or, I must absolutely be indebted to another. I think if there were 
no Bible, my common sense would teach me this lesson. The next 
ingredient is a cheerful resignation to the divine will.” This will 
most charmingly incorporate with the former drug, if I may so say ; 
but, without it, it will have no effect. For I must first know that 
God forgiveth my sins, before I can with cheerfulness resign to his 
will. But, if I am persuaded of this, I will say, “This God is 
my God for ever and ever, and he shall be my guide, even unto 
death.” In prosperity, in adversity, in sickness, or in health; my 
temper, conduct, and whole life, shall be directed to the honour 
of my God and guide. Now we take the last, which sweetens all 
the rest. “ He designs my present and future felicity ;” all things 
shall work together, like the different drugs in medicine, not onc 
without the other, for my good ; to save my soul, comfort me in sor- 
row, preserve me from evil, support me in death, and bring me to 
immortality and glory! Such comfort the Gospel reveals; and, who 

but would wish to enjoy it? 
Well, I have got to the end of my paper, and yet you know 
something more is necessary. You always puta label upon the 
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phial to direct the patient how to take the contents. But as for 
me, I am only the poor servant of the great Physician; and I can 
only pray my Divine Master tc make you a visit, and administer 
to you the cordial of salvation; and subscribe myself 


Sincerely yours, 
March, 1811. J.S. 
et 3 
PUBLIUS LENTULUS’S LETTER, TO THE SENATE 
OF ROME. 


Conscript Fathers, 

Tuere appeared in these our days, a man of great virtue, named 
Jesus Curist, who is yet living among us, and of the Gentiles is 
accepted for a prophet of truth, but his own disciples call him ‘the 
Son of God. He raiseth the dead, and cureth all manner of dis- 
eases. A man of stature somewhat tall and comely; with a reve- 
rend countenance, such as the beholders may both love and fear. 
His hair, the colour of a filbert, full ripe, to his ears,—whence 
downward it is more orient of colour, somewhat curling or waving 
about his shoulders. In the midst of his head is a seam or parti- 
tion of his hair, after the manner of the Nazarites : his forehead, 
plain and delicate; face, without spot or wrinkle, beautified with a 
comely red: his nose and mouth exactly formed ; his beard thick, 
the colour of his hair, not of any great length, but. forked: his 
look innocent, his eyes grey, clear and quick. In reproving, aw- 
ful ; in admonishing, courteous; in speaking, very modest and wise; 
in proportion of body, well shaped. None have ever seen him 
laugh, but many have seen him weepe~A man, for his singular 
beauty, surpassing the children of men! 


a SS 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Address of the Interim Commitice to all the Friends of the Holy 
Scriptures. 
(Concluded from Page 169.) 


To every one who has read the first Annual Report of the So- 
ciety, lately instituted in Edinburgh, for the establishment of Gelic 
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Schools, 2 field will immediately present itself, of melancholy ex- 
tent, and of a nature deeply interesting to the feelings of patriotism, 
as well as to those of humanity and religion: we mean the High- 
lands and Islands of Scotland. The labours of the Society just al- 
luded to, are, in this field, a necessary prelude to ours; and cer- 
tainly we shall most effectually gratify the wishes of our Parent In- 
stitution, by vigorously following them up. Wherever they go, 
with their Spelling-book and Grammar, let us be in the rear with 
our cargo of Bibles. They, and all who are engaged in similar 
labours, are our pioneers, without whose preparatory exertions, our 
progress in these quarters would very soon be at a stand. We 
must, therefore, from the heart, bid them “God speed!” And, al- 
though, as a Bible Society, we cannot alienate a farthing of our 
funds from the one great object of “circulating the Holy Scriptures 
without note or comment,” yet, as individuals, we may lend them 
our personal and pecuniary assistance, and beseech others to join 
us in contributing to their aid. 

Besides this wide field, we may have much to do, in supplying 
deficiencies among our soldiers in the different Barracks, in the 
western district of the Country; as well as amongst seamen, both 
British and Foreign, in our various sea-port Towns: from whence 
also, as hinted in the letter which first made public the proposal for 
a Bible Society, we may have daily opportunities of sending the 
Scriptures in different languages, to every quarter of the Globe. 

It has been under such convictions as these, that an organized 

- Society has been proved, by experience, to have by far the great- 
est efficiency, in the excitement and maintenance of the public in- 
terest in any object:—that it secures the eminent advantages of 
combined and uniform, instead of scattered and desultory exertion, 
concentrating the zeal of many into one splendid and powerful fo- 
cus ;—that it possesses a decidedly superior power above every 
other means of bringing into full operation the pecuniary capabili- 
ties of the place in which it exists;—and that without a Society 

for the particular object in question, local deficiencies can neither 
be sufficiently well ascertained, nor effectually supplied :—it has 
been under such convictions as these, that the Glasgow Auxiliary 

Bible Society has been instituted; and we-are persuaded, that in- 
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creased experience will make it more and more apparent that these 
convictions are well founded. 

An organized Society, it ought further to be observed, presents 
the only possible way in which Christians of all denominations can 
be brought to act in concert. The deed of a Presbytery or Synod, 
extends only to the members of the church in which the deed is 
passed. But is this enough? Is this a union sufficiently compre- 
hensive, for an object so dear to the hearts of all Christians what- 
ever, whether in the church, or out of it? What good reason can 
be assigned, why Churchmen and Dissenters should not act together, 
in a cause, about which no dissent can exist? And how can they 
act together—how take part effectually with one another in this 
“work and labour of love,” otherwise than by the formation of a 
Society, constituted on the liberal principle of excluding none who 
are friends to the circulation of the Word of God? And what Chris- 
tian is a Dissenter here ? 

Let the Dissenters. it has been said, collect, in the same way as 
is done in the Chureh. ‘To many dissenting congregations, it is re- 
plied, who have pecuniary exigencies of their own, such as are un- 
felt in the Church, annual collections of this kind are very incon- 
venient, in some cases hardly practicable. And besides, supposing 
them to be regularly made by all, what is the union which is thus 
effected? A union not of persons and of efforts, but merely of 
Pounds, Shillings, and Pence. We give, indeed, in this way; but 
we do nothing. The public interest is not half so powerfully ex- 
cited ;—nor is the public purse appealed to with half the efficacy: 
while at the same time, our local necessities, both in town and coun- 
try, which the Parent Society recommend to particular notice, re- 
main but partially investigated. and, of consequence, inadequately 
supplied. 

Why, then, should not all unite, when all are agreed? We are 
one in design: why should we not be one in exertion? Let there 
but be a confederacy, and cordial co-operation of the established 
and dissenting bodies, in this most interesting and sacred cause, 
and great things may be done in Glasgow; greater, by far, than 
any thing we have yet seen. Our City has never crept in the 
rear, on occasions of this kind, Our good old motto is, * Let Glas- 
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gow flourish by the preaching of the word :” and, as “righteousness 
exalteth a people,” the means are well adapted to the end. Where, 
indeed, is the species of prosperity, that may not, more or less im- 
mediately arise, from the dissemination, and general salutary influ- 
ence uf Divine truth? In seeking the universal diffusion of the 
Word of God, we are using the most effectual means of advancing 
the temporal prosperity and happiness of mankind: whilst, at the 
same time, we do infinitely more ; we lay open before them the way 
to everlasting blessedness ! 

We have only further to say, that, if a union cannot be effected 
to the extent of our wishes, our next desire is, (and it is expressed 
with equal sincerity) that both the old plan and the new may go 
forward together, without any kind or degree of hostile interference ; 
that the friends of each, being friends to the same great cause, may, 
in the prosecution of it, “show themselves friendly” to one another ; 
that there may be uo strife, but the strife of brotherly zeal; no pro- 
vocation, except “to love and to good works!” 

Signed in name of the Committee, 
JOHN TENNENT, Pres. 
RALPH WARDLAW, Int. Sec. 
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NOTICE. 


Tur Monthly Prayer-meeting of the New-York Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, will be held on Monday evening next, the 7th 
Tost. at early candle light, in the Baptist Meeting House, in Fayette- 
Street. 

New-Yorx, Sept. 3, 1812. 





The Christian Monitor is printed for the Editor at the Printing- 
Office of Pau. & Tuomas, 182 Water-street, corner of Burling- 
Slip, where communications written with candour, and tending to 
diffuse religious knowledge and Christian piety, will be thankfully 
received, 

N. B. Printing in all its branches neatly and correctly executed 
atthe above Office. 
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